AFL New Zealand (Inc)

THE MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) OF THE AFL NEW ZEALAND, HELD AT THE Sports House, Stadium Drive North Harbour Stadium Albany March 27th 2010
____________________________________________________________________________________
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

12.30pm - The Chairman of AFL New Zealand Geoff Dickson welcomed the members to the AGM and thanked them for their attendance.
GD asked that all members around the table introduce themselves to others for both club representation and proxy associations.

ATTENDANCE

(As per registry) Geoff Dickson (AFLNZ Chairman), Cory Williams (AFLNZ), Damon Crowe (AFLNZ), Byron Roff (AFLNZ), Justin Davies (AFLNZ), Ian Francis (AFLNZ), Robert Vanstam (CEO), Terry Carroll (AAFL), Keith Sharp (Manurewa), Barry Rogers (North Shore), Tim Stevens (University), Will McKenzie (Waitakere), Terry Anderson (CAFL), James Neale (WTAFL), David Simmons (Hamilton Tuis), Peter Boyce (Mt Roskill), Ken McKay (Manurewa) , Mick Coultard (Waitakere), John Jackson (Eastern Bulldogs), Russell Bodger (Eastern Blues), Leonard Reeves (Hutt Valley), Mark Langdon (Wellington Saints), Tom O’Keeffe (AFLNZ), Greg O’Connor (WAFL).
APOLOGIES 
Robert Greenwood (AAFL), Adrian Young (Ashburton), Matt Lawson (University Cougars), Lachlan Keating (AFLNZ)
Moved 

Geoff Dickson that the apologies be accepted.
Seconded
Byron Roff
Carried

ESTABLISHMENT OF VOTING RIGHTS & CALL FOR PROXIES

The Chairman asked R. Vanstam to inform the members of voting rights and proxies for the meeting. There were 15 voting entitlements.

Directors

1.Geoff Dickson





2.Byron Roff





3.Justin Davies




4.Damon Crowe




5.Ian Francis





6.Cory Williams





Auckland AFL

1.Waitakere Delegate


(W.McKenzie)

2.Mt Roskill Delegate


(P.Boyce)


3.University Delegate


(T.Stevens)


4.Manurewa Delegate


(K.Sharp)



5.North Sh Delegate


(B.Rogers)



Canterbury AFL

1.Eastern Blues



(R.Bodger)



2.University Cougars


(Proxy R.Vanstam)
3.Christchurch Bulldogs


(Proxy T.Anderson)
Wellington AFL

1.Eastern Sub Bulldogs


(John Jackson)
2.Hutt Valley Eagles


(Leonard Reeves)
3.Wellington City Saints


(Mark Langdon)
Waikato Thunder AFL

1.Hamilton Tuis



(David Simmons)
RV announced there was a total of 23 eligible voting members with 18 attending the AGM
Current voting entitlements are as follows. 

AFL New Zealand currently has a maximum of 24 members who could be afforded voting rites. At the time of the AGM only 23 members have met the necessary criteria to be afforded voting rites.

New Zealand Umpires are currently not incorporated.

To provide a quorum we must have 12 eligible voting members in attendance. Proxy voting rites will qualify those selected to act as eligible voting members.
MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

It was Moved by GD that the minutes from the previous meeting be accepted as a true and correct record.
WM stated that previous minutes had noted him as a seconder for proposed motions but this was not the case.

WM stated that the dates in the ‘Election of Office Bearers’ section of the minutes were misleading as they did not pinpoint the initial date of election or appointment.

WM stated that the motions forwarded last year should be noted as forwarded by Waitakere FC rather than WM.
Seconded
DC
Carried


REPORTS

Chairman’s Report

GD stated he had received questions before the meeting that he was asked to address as part of his chairman's report.  These questions were in regard to 1) 'the roles of the Members, Board and CEO in the operation of AFLNZ'; and 2) 'prospects of Hawthorn or other clubs playing AFL matches in New Zealand.  

In regard to the fist question, the Chair iterated that the Board would never seek to involve themselves in the operational aspects of the organisation and that they monitored CEO performace via two formal meetings every year as well on as 'as required' and informal basis throughout the year.

In regard to the second question, the Chair indicated that it was more likely than not, but by no means certain, that an AFL fixture involving Hawthorn would occur in Wellington by the end of the 2012 AFL season. AFLNZ has not discussed the possibility with any other club besides Hawthorn.
It was Moved by GD that the Chairman’s report be accepted.

Seconded
BR
Carried

CEO’s Report

It was Moved by GD that the CEO’s report be accepted.

Seconded
CW
Carried

Finance Report

It was Moved by GD that the Finance report be accepted.
WM stated that with the increase in workload, that the CEO may need assistance in the accounting stakes.
Seconded
RV

Carried

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

RV mentioned that he was hopeful the audit fees at $3000 for the financial year could be reduced yet again next year.
It was Moved by GD that the Keith McKinlay, Chartered Accountants be accepted as auditors for the current financial year.

Seconded
CW

Carried
CONSIDER NOTICES OF MOTION

The Chairman informed the meeting that there had been three motions received from Auckland AFL within the required period.
MOTION 1: “That AFL New Zealand shares appointed director applicant information with members, so that their feedback can be used by the AFLNZ as and when the AFLNZ are asked by the AFL to comment on the applicants”

MOTION 2: ‘That NPC tournaments will not be scheduled without consultation with the participating, including a teleconference or meeting with League Presidents at least six months prior to the proposed NPC event.’

MOTION 3: “That Canterbury AFL, Wellington AFL, Waikato AFL and Auckland AFL be granted ‘Full membership of AFLNZ upon application”.
GD recommended that MOTION 1 be changed slightly to;

 “That AFL New Zealand shares information provided by the appointed director applicant with members, so that their feedback can be used by the AFLNZ as and when the AFLNZ are asked by the AFL to comment on the applicants”.

Moved GD

Seconded BR
Carried

GD recommended that MOTION 2 be changed slightly to;

‘That NPC tournaments will not be scheduled without consultation with the participating, including a teleconference or meeting with League delegate at least six months prior to the proposed NPC event.’
Moved GD

Seconded TC
Carried

MOTION 3: 

Moved TC

Seconded KS
Carried
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

The Chairman presented the Returning officer.
Elected Directors

Nominations for the position of One (1) Elected Director were advertised in accordance with clause 7 of the New Zealand AFL (Inc.) Constitution. Notice of such a vacancy was detailed in the notice of the Annual General Meeting.

The retiring Elected Director: 
Mr Lachlan Keating
The following two (2) nominations were received in writing in the form prescribed by the Board of Directors and within the time outlined in clause 7.1 for the position of an Elected Director.

Mr Tim Stevens


Mr Will McKenzie
Each nominated candidate was given the opportunity to provide a profile to be included in the recent mail out, highlighting information pertaining to the meeting. All candidates provided the AFL New Zealand with their individual profiles.

As there were more nominations than the vacancies required, a vote was undertaken.

Method and procedure for voting:

Under clause 10.3.5 of  AFL New Zealand’s Constitution, the Elected officers of AFL New Zealand are elected by way of a vote at the AGM.
The following persons counted the votes – Robert Vanstam (Nominated Returning Officer) and Peter Boyce (Scrutineer). The votes were counted on a “First past the post” method.

Members entitled to vote: All current financial members who are incorporated and meet the guidelines specified as per the AFL New Zealand constitution were entitled to vote. 
Results:

After the counting of the votes, the Returning Officer declared Mr.Tim Stevens as an Elected Director of AFL New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with clause 7.3 of the AFL New Zealand, the retirement date is the AFL AGM New Zealand March 2013.

Current Appointed Directors:

An appointed Director is required to resign on the 31st October of each year.
Mr Geoff Dickson (appointed 30/11/2006 / reappointed 3/12/ 2009) Current Chairman as of 25/03/2010

(required to resign / renominate 31/10/2013)
 

Mr Ian Francis (appointed 20/7/2009)
(required to resign / renominate 31st October 2012)

Mr Cory Williams (appointed 7/11/2008) Current Vice Chairman as of 25/03/2010
(required to resign / renominate 31st October 2011)
Mr Byron Roff (appointed 13/12/2007)
(required to resign / renominate 31st October 2010)
Current Elected Directors:

An Elected Director is required to resign at each AGM of AFLNZ
Mr Damon Crowe (elected 26/03/2006)
(required to resign / renominate AGM March 2011)
Mr Justin Davies (elected 28/03/2009)
(required to resign / renominate AGM March 2012)
Mr Tim Stevens (elected 27/03/2010)
(required to resign / renominate AGM March 2013)

The Chairman congratulated Tim Stevens on his appointment and thanked all nominees. He also thanked P Boyce for acting as scrutineer.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

There were no nominations for Life Membership received for this AGM.
GENERAL BUSINESS
As there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 2.00pm.
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